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PURPOSE: To detect^awear step difference due to shoulder wear correctly by a 
method wherein afrqcesSVis formed in the roughly central portion of the shoulder rib 
of a tread, and the depth of the recess is so set that the recess vanishes when the 
wear step difference between the shoulder rib and a crown rib has just exceeded a 
predetermined dimension. 

CONSTITUTION: In a tread 13 of a tire 11 having tread grooves 16, a tetragonal 
recessed groove 17 which vanishes when the wear step between a shoulder r ;v > 1 1 
and a crown rib 15 has just exceeded 2mm. for example, is formed in a multi-step 
configulation in the roughly central area of the rib 14 between the side wall 11a of 
the tire and the groove 16. The depth of the first step portion 17 is set at the value 
of b at the time when the wear steps a, b of the ribs 14. 15 are equal to 2mm after 
a progress of shoulder wear on front wheels. The depth of the second step portion 
1/b is set at the value of b at the time when the wear steps a, b are equal to each 
other after a progress of center wear on rear wheels. By this, the wear steps due to 
shoulder wear can be detected correct I v. 
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